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happy to offer you advice.
Settlingin

Remember that although puppies
retreat to and to sleep.

He'll need:

» Food

« Water and food bowls
* Abed

* A puppy playpen

* Collar and lead

* Abrush and comb

* Toys

Bedtime
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Every puppy
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ﬁgre he can rest undisturbed.

‘Your home will seem very strange to
your new puppy, so give him time to
get to know his new surroundings.

love to play they need a quiet place to

Owning a puppy brings its own special rewards and
responsibilities. Your local veterinary practice is your best ally

in keeping your puppy or dog healthy. The team of vets and
nurses have plenty of knowledge and experience and will be

House rules

Your puppy must k
| NOW what g
| fllfgt ;c;ﬂtable behaviour. ?eellsc;nd
- hi 8 should do rathe,
Simply telling him off Whi L
s en h
it \:ronu. Ifyou tell him off, h: m't
understand why, jp's better t

] " 0 m,
big fuss of him when he gets it r?gfsna

S’zmla house rujes;
* No begging a
shan'ng’,J 0 atthe table or foog

* No barking at or

* Only special o,
Chewing, e

leaping at peopye,
chews are for

Be consisten, The

Whole famjj
follow the rules, or the puppy[e:il:nm
become confused,

Socialisation

A well socialised puppy will be able to
cope with all of the situations he’s likely
to encounter in later life, rather than
growing up shy or fearful.

During the early weeks and months,
introduce your puppy to a variety

of sights, sounds, people and
experiences. Let him meet adults and
children, the postman, the milkman and
any visitors, approaching them in his
own time. Never force the issue if he's
not confident.

If you have friends with dogs which
have been vaccinated and are good
with puppies, let him meet them to help
him to build up his canine social skills.

Don't take your dog out on to
pavements, parks or gardens, which
may have been soiled by other
animals, until he has completed his
initial course of vaccinations.

Your veterinary practice ru
Puppy classes which specmi:lrcse ?n
socialising young Puppies. They
usually accept Puppies between the
ages of 8 and 14 weeks, but hook early

as classes are Quickly booked up.

Meeting other pefs

in,

When your puppy f12s ““Q?J the

introduce him 10 OEr P8 20 ver

pouse. Keep fim on 2 |ﬂad'\::\til you're
m alone together

leave the ach other.

sure that they've accepted &

py alone wnlh
small pets suchas rabbits, ue;\:\; ?n "
and hamsters, 35 may see
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Don't leave your pup!

Feeding
your puppy

‘Wait until your puppy has settled in
before making any changes to his
diet. to reduce the risk of stomach
upsets. After a few days you can

introduce a new food, gradually mixing

an increasing proportion of it into the
puppy’s food over about a week.
Initially he'll need 3 or 4 small meals
per day of a good quality complete
puppy food. Follow the guidelines on
the packaging or ask your vet for

advice if you're uncertain. This can then
be reduced to fewer meals a day as he

gets older. By the time he is about
10-12 months old — unless he's

a giant breed, which have special
requirements — he should be able to
move on to an adult diet.

Dog foods are broadly divided into two
kinds — dry and moist. Provided that
you get the correct food for his age,
the choice of the food for your puppy
is down to you and your pet.

Chewing

If you catch your puppy about to c.hew
something he shouldn't, distract r[|m
with a toy, or call him. Always praise
him when he obeys.

- * Although puppies love chewi
hmlres this is not a good i;:nang

as it can lead to cut mouths
and broken teeth, Fragments
of bone can also be swallowed
and may cause damage inside
him. Give him a nytritious
manufactured chew instead,

* Remember to wash ang rinse

YOUr puppy’s water and foy
bowls daily, od

Basic training

‘You should begin your puppy’s training
as soon as you bring him home. When
he is older, enrol in a puppy training
class to learn how to teach him simple
commands. Ask your vet for details

of local training classes and always
ask if you can abserve a class before
enrolling.

When training your puppy at home
make sure that everyone in the family
uses the same commands. Keep
training sessions for young puppies
short and fun.
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House training

Establish a routiné. Take him to
a particular spot in the garden 18
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in the morning s
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Exercise
and play

Young puppies generally get all the
exercise they need by racing around
the garden and playing, but once your
puppy is fully vaccinated you can take
him for short walks away from home.
This will help to familiarise him with
different environments.

The age at which ‘real’ exercise should
begin varies from breed to breed, as
does the amount. Your vet will be able
to advise you.

Make exercise fun by taking along a
ball or a Frisbee, so that you can play
games. Avoid small balls which he
could swallow, or sticks which could
lodge in his throat and injure him.

Play time

Your puppy doesn’t need expensive
toys but make sure that anything you
do give him to play with is safe. If any
toys become worn or damaged, replace
them. Don’t give him an old slipper to
play with or he'll think that all shoes

and slippers are fair game.

Puppies’ minds need exercise as well
as their bodies, so play games that
make him think. He'll enjoy Hide and
Seek, and “retrieve” games.







